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FREE WEBINAR – go to https://ncta.org
to RSVP or to receive the recording
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DEFINITIONS
▰ TM - Translation Memory:

Stores pairs of source-target text segments for later retrieval
▰ CAT-Tool – Computer-Assisted Translation Tool:

Software program with various functions to help human 
translators, e.g. terminology/glossary functionality, TM 
functionality, spell and quality assurance (QA) checks etc.
Not to be confused with

▰ MT - Machine Translation:
A computer converts text in the source language into the target 
language without human intervention according to some algorithm
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RATIONALE
▰ Software is free (except your CAT tool), no 

subscription required

▰ Preserves privacy, because the MT engine runs 
locally on your desktop, no interaction with any 
clouds or servers

▰ Finetuning with your own TM will lead to better 
results than using an out-of-the-box pre-
trained model
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WHAT YOU WILL NEED
▰ A Windows computer

▰ Notepad (NOT WordPad)

▰ OPUS-CAT (free!) 

▰ For best results, a CAT Tool such as:
▰ RWS Trados 2017 and newer; or memoQ; or
▰ others, including WordFast, OmegaT, XTM, Phrase

▰ A translation memory – as subject-matter specific and as large as 
possible (my patent-specific TM contains ~150.000 TUs (segments), collected 
over 10+ years)

▰ Olifant (optional, free!) – for editing/repairing your TM
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WHAT YOU WILL NEED
▰ Download OPUS-CAT here: 

https://helsinki-nlp.github.io/OPUS-CAT/install 

▰ (Optional) Download plugin for your CAT tool on the same page, or, for 
RWS Trados 2021, 2022, 2024 visit the RWS App Store: 
https://appstore.rws.com/Plugin/11
For RWS Trados 2017 and 2019 go to OPUS-CAT’s GitHub page:
https://github.com/Helsinki-NLP/OPUS-CAT/blob/master/README.md

▰ (Optional)  Download/install Olifant (useful tool for editing/repairing 
translation memories)
https://okapi.sourceforge.net/Release/Olifant/ReadMe.htm 
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STEP 1:
EXPORT AND CHECK 
YOUR TRANSLATION 
MEMORY
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EXPORT TM AS TMX
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OPTION 1 NOTEPAD
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Open (all file formats) the TMX.
Warning, large TMXs may take a while to open (~150.000 segments are 200+ MB).
Edit > Find > Search for “&#” type special characters
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OPTION 2 OLIFANT
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▰ Install according to: 
https://okapi.sourceforge.net/Release/Olifant/ReadMe.htm 

▰ Open TMX after removing special characters in option 1
▰ If further errors persist, Olifant will show you an error log

https://okapi.sourceforge.net/Release/Olifant/ReadMe.htm
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STEP 2:
GET OPUS-CAT AND A 
PRETRAINED MODEL IN 
YOUR LANGUAGE PAIR
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GET OPUS-CAT AND A PRETRAINED MODEL
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▰ Download from:
https://helsinki-nlp.github.io/OPUS-CAT/install 

▰ Unzip zip file
▰ Run “OpusCatMTEngine.exe” in OpusCAT folder

https://helsinki-nlp.github.io/OPUS-CAT/install
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GET OPUS-CAT AND A PRETRAINED MODEL
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GET OPUS-CAT AND A PRETRAINED MODEL
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STEP 3:
FINE-TUNE WITH YOUR 
TMX
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STEP 4:
ADD PLUGIN TO YOUR CAT-
TOOL AND TRANSLATE 
HAPPILY EVER AFTER
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INSTALL CAT-TOOL PLUGIN
▰ Download plugin for your CAT tool (with the exception of 

RWS Trados) by following the instructions:
https://helsinki-nlp.github.io/OPUS-CAT/install 

▰ For RWS Trados 2021, 2022, 2024 visit the RWS App Store: 
https://appstore.rws.com/Plugin/11

▰ For RWS Trados 2017 and 2019 go to OPUS-CAT’s GitHub page:
https://github.com/Helsinki-NLP/OPUS-CAT/blob/master/README.md
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RWS Trados
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TWO OPTIONS ON HOW TO USE MT
▰ Pre-translate using MT, then you are effectively 

post-editing the Opus-CAT MT output

▰ Or, you translate normally, using the Opus-CAT 
suggestions as you type, sort of like autocomplete 
while typing on a smartphone (machine-augmented 
translation)
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POST-EDITING OPUS-CAT MT
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Any questions?
You can reach me at:
▰ info@cfbtranslations.com

▰ https://www.CFBtranslations.com 

▰ https://www.websitesforwords.com  
▰ Slides and other material at:

https://bit.ly/YourownNMT 
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